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The surgical treatment of peptic ulcer dates from 1884, when the first operation was performed for simple pyloric stenosis. The In the modern operation, stress is laid upon the extent of the resection. Proximally the stomach must be divided at a sufficiently high level to reduce the acid output almost to zero. In marked hyperchlohydria this implies that the line of operation passes, on the lesser curvature, just below the cardia, and, on the greater curvature, close up to the lower pole of the spleen. Distally, it is always necessary to remove the first part of the duodenum, for if this is not done the hormonal stimulus to acid production persists.
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